
Our Lady Of Lebanon Maronite Catholic Rite 
  Weekly Bulletin – February 14 , 2010 

Sunday (s) Collection (s) 2010 

  February 7: $1663.18 

Eparchial Charities Appeal  

 God Bless you!! 

“O, how great is the priest! … If he realized what he is, he would die… God obeys him" St. Jean Marie Vianney  

PRAYER FOR THE YEAR OF 
THE PRIEST 

Dear Lord, 
we pray that the Blessed Mother 
wrap her mantle around your 
priests and through her interces-
sion strengthen them for their 
ministry. 
We pray that Mary will guide 
your priests to follow her own 
words, “Do whatever He tells 
you” (Jn 2:5). 
May your priests have the heart 
of St. Joseph, Mary’s most chaste 
spouse. 
May the Blessed Mother’s own 
pierced heart inspire them to em-
brace all who suffer at the foot of 
the cross. 
May your priests be holy, filled 
with the fire of your love seeking 
nothing but your greater glory 
and the salvation of souls. 
Amen. 
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Season of the great lent 

Cana SUNDAY  

Sunday February 14, 2010,  9:30 AM (Spanish)  
For: In Honor of Javier & Andrea Cartaya By: The Pastor 
Sunday February 14, 2010, 11:00 AM (English & Aramaic) 
For: Emilio Sale By: Loris Azze  
  

Monday, February 15, 2010, ASH MONDAY 
 12 Noon, For: Rizkallah Bunassar By: His Wife Genevieve Bunassar 
 8PM, For: Good health of the parishioners By:  The Pastor 
Tuesday, February 16, 2010, 12 Noon   
For: Special intention to Saint Sharbel By:  Dulce Concepcion-Azze 
Wednesday, February 17, 2010, 12 Noon    
For: Hanna Abi Issa & Family By: Genevieve Bunassar 
Thursday, February 18, 2010, 12 Noon , Our Lady of Lourdes 
For: Carla & Lisa Merhige By: Yvonne Shashaty 

Friday, February 19, 2010,  8PM– Stations of the Cross  
Saturday, February 20, 2010, No Liturgy 

 

2nd week of lent 

SUNDAY OF THE cleansing the leper 

Sunday February 21, 2010,  9:30 AM (Spanish)  
For: In Thanksgiving to St. Sharbel for Antonio Fernandez By: Lori Azze 
Sunday February 21, 2010, 11:00 AM (English & Aramaic) 
For: Louis Ghanem By:  His Children Tony & Danny Ghanem & their families 
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Pope’s Prayer Intentions   
February 2010 

For all scholars and intellectu-
als, that by means of sincere 
search for the truth they may 
arrive at an understanding of 
the one true God. 

New Readers Required 
Proclaim the Word of God and make 
the Truth and the Light shine in our 
darkened world. Please contact Miss. 
Hilda Cuglievan @  
cuglievan785@bellsouth.net 

Dear Parishioners 
Please mark your calendars: 
Monday, February 15, 2010: Ash Monday- Begin-
ning of the Lent Season. Liturgy will be Celebrated 
at 12 Noon and 8PM. Coffee, tea and é after the 
8PM Liturgy 

Fridays Lent Service (Stations of the Cross and 
Lenten dinners) scheduled for the following dates:  

February: 19 & 26 / March: 5, 12, 19, 26 
April: 2 (Good Friday) 

Volunteers needed for Lenten Meals Preparation and 
Service on the Fridays mentioned above. Please con-
tact Mrs. Najla Hage with the dates you would like to 
choose and volunteer for. Najla email:   

naju2000@bellsouth.net 
Thank you for your willingness and your generosity  

LENTEN BIBLE STUDIES  

Thursday Feb 18, 10 Spanishð 7PM 

Monday Feb. 22, 10 English ð8PM 

Thursday, Mar. 4, 10 Spanishð 7PM 

Monday, Mar.8, 10 English ð8PM 

mailto:cuglievan785@bellsouth.net
mailto:naju2000@bellsouth.net


PICTORIAL DIRECTORY 
An exciting project that takes from your 
time 20 minutes and leaves you with a 
FREE family portrait and a FREE Church 
Pictorial Directory. WHY NOT?  
Pictures  will be taken in the parish Hall on 
the Following dates and times: 

March 17, 2010 From 3pm-9:20pm 
March 18, 2010 From 3pm-9:20pm 
March 19, 2010 From 3pm-9:20pm 
March 20, 2010 From 3pm-9:20pm 

Registrations available in the Parish Hall. 
Please sign your name ASAP no later than 
March 7, 2010. 
Why do a Church Pictorial Directory? 

Build community and unity by connecting 

faces with names 

Enable members to feel that they belong to 

the church family 

Create a "snapshot" in time that immortal-

izes our church family 

It's free and easy. Why not do one? 

Goals and Project Philosophy: 

Connect  parishioners with God, our 

church and each other. 

Keep parishioners involved -- close the 

back door. 

Grow our church -- individually and in 

numbers. 

On Fasting and Praying in Secret 
The philosopher, David Hume, once made a distinction between something he 
called as genuine virtues and something he termed monkish virtues. Genuine vir-
tues, he said, were those qualities inside us that are useful to others and ourselves. 
Monkish virtues, on the other hand, are qualities that don't enhance human life, 
either for society or for the particular person practicing them. As monkish virtues 
he lists, celibacy, fasting, penance, mortification, self-denial, humility, silence, and 
solitude. These, he attests, contribute nothing to society and even detract from 

human welfare. For this reason, he affirms, they are rejected by "men of sense". For a 
religious person, this isn't easy to hear. 
But what follows is even harsher. Those practicing monkish virtues pay a stiff price, he 
says, they are excluded from health and human community: The gloomy, hare-brained 
enthusiast, after death, may have a place in a calendar, but will scarcely be admitted, 
when alive, into intimacy and society, except by those who are as delirious and dismal 
as himself. 
As brutal as this may sound, it contains a healthy warning, one with a discernible echo 
to what Jesus said when he warned us to fast in secret, to do our private prayer in se-
cret, to not put on gloomy faces when we are practicing asceticism, and to make sure 
our piety is not too evident in public. If Jesus is clear about anything, he's clear about 
this.  
Why? Why should we avoid all public display of our fasting, ascetical practices, and 
private prayer? 
Partly Jesus' warning is against hypocrisy and insincerity, but it is more. There is also 
the question of what we are radiating and of how we are being perceived. When we 
display asceticism and piety in public, even if we are sincere, what we want to radiate 
and what is read by others (and not just by the David Humes of our world) are often 
two different things. We may want to be radiating our faith in God and our commit-
ment to things beyond this life, but what others easily read from our attitude and ac-
tions is lack of health, lack of joy, depression, disdain for the ordinary, and a not-so-
disguised compensation for missing out on life. 
And this is precisely the opposite of what we should be radiating.. All monkish virtues 
(and they are real virtues) are intended to open us to a deeper intimacy with God and 
so, if our prayer and asceticism are healthy, what we should be radiating is precisely 
health, joy, love for this world, and sense of how the ordinary pleasures of life are sac-
ramental.  
But this isn't easy to do. We don't radiate faith in God and health by uncritically ac-
cepting or cheerleading the world's every effort to be happy, nor by flashing a false 
smile while deep down we are barely managing to keep depression at bay. We radiate 
faith in God and health by radiating love, peace, and calm. And we can't do this by ra-
diating a disdain for life or for the way in which ordinary people are seeking happiness 
in this life. 
And that's a tricky challenge, especially today. In a culture like ours, it is easy to pam-
per ourselves, to lack any real deep sense of sacrifice, to be so immersed in our lives 
and ourselves so as to lose all sense of prayer, and to live without any real asceticism, 
especially emotional asceticism. Among other things, we see this today in our patho-
logical busyness, our inability to sustain lives of private prayer, our growing incapacity 
to be faithful in our commitments, and in our struggles with addictions of all kinds: 
food, drink, sex, entertainment, information technology. Internet pornography is al-
ready the single biggest addiction in the whole world. Prayer and fasting (at least of 
the emotional kind) are in short supply. The monkish virtues are more needed today 
than ever. 
But we must practice them without public exhibitionism, without disdaining the good 
that is God-given in the things of this world, without hinting that our own private 
sanctity is more important to us and to God than is the common good of this planet, 
and without suggesting that God doesn't want us to delight in his creation. Our asceti-
cism and prayer must be real, but they must radiate health, and not be a compensation 
for not having it.  
And that, a health that witnesses to God's goodness, is exactly what I see in those who 
practice the monkish virtues in a healthy way. Prayer and fasting, done correctly, radi-
ate health to the world, not disdain. Had David Hume witnessed Jesus' health and love 
inside his prayer and asceticism, he would, I suspect, have written differently of monk-
ish virtue. 
So we need to take more seriously Jesus' words that asceticism and private prayer are 
to be done "in secret", behind closed doors, so that the face we show in public will radi-
ate health, joy, calm, and love for the good things that God, whom prayer and asceti-
cism brings us closer to, has made. 

 Lectors Epistle Intercessions 

Feb. 14 St John Seminarians 

Feb. 21 Monica A. Nader Hilda Cuglievan 

Feb. 28 Firas Akrawi Mario Awad 

Lent in the teachings of our Holy Father 
Benedict XVI 

 "Lent […] stimulates us to rediscover the 
mercy of God so that we, in turn, become 
more merciful toward our brothers and 
sisters." 

 "Everything, then, must be done for God's 
glory and not our own," ... "This under-
standing, …. must accompany every ges-
ture of help to our  neighbor, avoiding 
that it  becomes a means to make ourselves 
the center of attention. If, in accomplish-
ing a good deed, we do not have as our 
goal God's glory and the real well-being 
of our brothers and sisters, looking 
rather  for a return of personal interest or 
simply of applause, we place ourselves 
outside of the Gospel vision.  

 


